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Minutes 
 

 Of the Meeting held on Tuesday, 8th of November 2016 at 7.30 pm – at St. Ives Town Hall 
 

Present:  
Margaret Lumb         (ML) : Bluntisham PC 

Jeff Nicholls  (JN) : Earith PC 

Lesley Craig  (LC) : Houghton & Wyton PC 

Andy Street  (AS) : Cambridgeshire Police 

Noel Baker  (NB) : Wyton-on-the-Hill  

Owen McLaughlin (OM) : Secretary 

Robin Waters  (RW) : Hemingford Grey 

Colin Saunderson (CS) : Fenstanton PC 

 

 

1. Welcomes & Apologies   
 
The Chair welcomed Robin Waters representing Hemingford Grey PC. 
 
Apologies had been received from Jean Chandler and Rianna D’Souza 

 
2. Minutes - To approve Minutes of  the meeting held on 13th  September 2016 

 
There were no amendments to the minutes of the meeting held on September 13th . The motion to accept 
was proposed by JN and seconded by   LC. 
 

All were in favour. 
 

3. Matters arising from the Minutes 
 

      None 
 

4. Correspondence 
 
OM explained about the proposed development at Gifford’s Farm to the east of St. Ives. The site is 127 
hectares and the plans envisage both industrial usage and residential up to 2000 new houses. The 
consultation period was quite short and ended on November 7th. OM had spoken to ML and a response to 



the consultation had been sent on behalf of the RSC which outlined a number of objections based on road 
safety considerations. 
 
AS: There are no details as yet. It could improve matters if they do it properly.  
CS: Mentioned the flooding issues in Earith which should also be considered. 
ML: Needingworth are totally against it. The proposed development is in fact in Needingworth parish.  
RW: Two further developments had also been proposed to the west of St.Ives and Hemingford Grey PC 
had objected on grounds of the lack of adequate capacity of utilities such as sewage etc.. 

 
Hemingford donation: 
 
OM reported that the donation request form from Hemingford Grey had been completed and returned to 
the Parish Clerk.  (RW said he would support the request at the next parish council meeting.) 

 
5. Review of Active Items 
 
Nothing further to report on Thorndown School at this stage. 

 
6.  Review of Watching Items  
 
Item 4. Wheatsheaf Junction. 
 
AS confirmed that there had been an accident involving a motorcyclist at the junction.  
ML had attended a meeting at Envar and had asked them to cut back the vegetation to improve visibility. 

 
Item 5. Earith Junction:  
JN reported that  the Minnaars development may finally  be going ahead. Outline planning will be applied 
for soon. There is a public meeting on November 28th.  Building the Relief Road will be the first phase 
which should reduce the danger at George Corner and possibly mitigate the speeding problem. 
 
Item 6. Low Road:  
CS said that speeding is still a problem here but we can’t do anything until there is a development. Vindis 
show no signs of leaving. The roundabout is badly designed 
ML didn’t like this roundabout. She had a near miss with a BMW. 
RW thought that coming out of Hemingford is a big problem. The approach to the roundabout is almost 
blind. 
AS agreed and added that the speed limit goes up to 50mph just before the roundabout.  
ML wondered if  we could do anything about the speed limit. 
RW said that they were currently trying to get the London Road limit reduced to 40mph 
 
Item 14. Lloyds Bank:  
AS said that  Lloyds Bank are onside with the proposal to get the kerb markings. CCC have agreed in 
principle and it has been costed. This should be going ahead soon. 
CS asked what it meant in practice. 
AS explained that it would be the same as outside Petzone. The kerb markings mean no parking at all.  
He recently came across a car and ticketed it but the driver couldn’t understand that there was a problem 
although a lorry was stuck because of it. 
CS said he had been threatened with violence when pointing out problems to people.  
ML had witnessed a recent incident with grid-lock caused by one person parked outside Petzone in Station 
Road.. 
NB thought we needed to get something in the press when the markings are put in. 

 
Item 31. Hill Rise:  
CS said that the description of this problem needs re-writing. The Houghton development is already going 
on. There will be a big problem when more cars start coming out of High Leys and there are 400 children  
trying to get to school within a 20 minute window.. 



AS didn’t know what we could be done about it. The junction has been redesigned and there have been no 
accidents so far. 
CS said that the junction with High Leys is the real problem. People stop to let the kids out. He had tried to 
persuade CCC to install a drop-off kerb but they didn’t want to know.  
NB observed that people don’t always wait for the lights. 
 
Item 35: Marley Road / Burleigh Road Junction 
 
Both the RSC and ST. Ives TC have been pressing for a 30mph limit here. But it was not clear if the TC 
have made an application as yet.  
 
Item 50. Vegetation Cutting.   

 

ML said that this is really Highways responsibility.  
OM said that lots of signs are becoming completely obscured. 
RW asked if we could report problems  on the website. 
Action: OM to compile a list of problem sites and to remind people before the next meeting to look out for 
locations where there are problems. 

 
7. Traffic and Speeding Reports 

 
OM distributed some CRW stats on speeding. They are appended to these minutes. The figures show that 
there are very serious speeding problems in many areas.  
 
AS observed that CRW are doing it covertly and off their own bat. They can go where they like. From an 
interest point of view it is valuable data.  
RW wondered whether the low speeds in Hemingford Abbots were to do with the Speed Indicating Device 
(SID). 
AS thought that SIDs  were effective but there are some complaints from residents because of the flashing. 
RW said they cost £2k to £3k each. 
LC pointed out that there is a real problem with Highways now. If you want something you have to pay for 
it.  This is leading to a situation where there will be ‘have’ or ‘have not’ parishes depending on their 
resources.  
RW asked if CRW needed to get permission for their activities. 
AS said that they don’t. Dave McCandkess uses his own parked car to check speeds and then sends the 
data to the PC. 

 

 

8. Cambs CCC 20 mph Review 
 

OM said that the new wording for the CCC policy on 20mph limits was as follows; 

 
“20mph speed limits may be permitted at sites: 
 
•            where the mean speed of traffic is 24mph or lower 
 
•            in combination with self-enforcing speed reduction features necessary to achieve a mean speed no 
greater than 24mph 
 
Having reliable information about existing speeds is vital to help confirm that the speed limit is appropriate 
for the road, therefore 7 days data from an automatic traffic counting device should be provided. Surveys 
should be 
carried out during a ‘neutral’, or representative, month avoiding main and local holiday periods, local school 
holidays and half terms, and other abnormal traffic periods. 
 
To achieve compliance there should be no expectation on the police to provide additional enforcement 
beyond their routine activity” 



 
OM said that this wording suggests you can have an authorized 20mph limit but only when you’ve already 
got one in practice. 
AS said that they can’t really be enforced. 
 

9. Gritting Routes 
 

LC asked members if they had seen the notification from CCC about gritting routes.  Many villages are 
affected and some school bus routes will not be covered.  It will be the main A & B roads only. They 
considered asking for volunteers to do the gritting but decided against it. 
 
ML said they had volunteers last winter but had never used them as CCC never provided equipment to 
volunteers. 
 
NB said that Mere Way will be a real problem if they don’t grit  the hill.  
AS asked how much of a reduction there would be. (About 70% was the answer).  In which case we need 
to do something about this. 
Action: OM volunteered to write to CCC about this and to copy in county councilors. (Michael Tew among 
them).  
 
JN was concerned about the Willingham Road not being part of the gritting schedule.  

 
10. HCV Report 
 
OM reported on progress with the TRO within the ‘diamond’ bounded by the A141, A142, A10 and A14. 
CCC have already produced an Advisory Freight Map which urges HCVs to avoid the area within the 
diamond. The TRO would make this arrangement compulsory for through freight. Some CCC members 
have said that they will implement this after the completion of the Ely bypass. The RSC will be kept 
informed of any developments. 

 

11. Reports from members 
 

AS, Cambridgshire Police:  Had received an email from Ramsey junior school. They have formed a 
committee and created an action plan to look at the issue of illegal parking. Buses will report problems and 
they are looking at alternative parking venues. They will appoint junior travel ambassadors to ‘educate’ 
people and also report to the police as well.  This is a very good example of community engagement. The 
school are dealing with the problem themselves.  
 
NB, co-opted member:  The Whippet bus 1A service is being withdrawn and that will leave people with no 
access to Huntingdon. There will be no way to get to the surgery or for students to get to Huntingdon 
College. (LC: or get to  Cambridge Regional College).  
 
ML asked if there was a solution. 
NB said they had put forward some ideas but all had been dismissed. 
LC had wanted guided bus stops but they will cost £120k. They also need a lit crossing. 
ML wondered if writing a letter might help. 
NB said it would. 
Action: OM to write a letter of support. 

 
LC, Houghton & Wyton: There is a big vegetation problem on the footpath downhill from St. Ives to 
Houghton. The path is getting narrower. Workmen come along occasionally but they don’t have time to do 
very much. 
RW said it was a big issue for road users as well. They are cutting grass but not branches.  
(This item to be added to the vegetation action list) 
 



LC added that the hearing for the Thicket Cycle Way will be in March next year. 
 
RW, Hemingford Grey: Galley Hill is an accident black spot. They are putting an LHI bid for a 30mph limit 
on London Road. Also looking to extend the cycle path through to the school. This will cost a lot of money 
(more than one LHI bid). Also looking at installing flashing speed signs on March Lane. 

 
CS, Fenstanton: Highlighted the problem at the junction of Needingworth Road and Meadow Lane. 
Drivers look right for vehicles coming from the Quadrant but they also need to beware of people crossing 
the road and a possible queue of vehicles waiting to turn right into the car park. For a very short distance 
there are two lanes to facilitate a right turn. However this right turn is also hazardous because of the speed 
of vehicles coming off Harrison Way. Vehicles coming out of the car park face the same hazard. 
 
AS: There are also problems with the signage. The 30mph limit sign should not be there.  
ML said there was a fatality here some time ago involving a car and a mobility scooter trying to cross the 
road. Can we have a camera here? 
AS: The whole junction is bad. We don’t have a camera here only a motion sensor.  
CS: We need to keep a log of the accidents at this point.  
AS: But what can be done about it.  Perhaps left turn only out of the car park? Any remedies will be 
expensive. 
RW: Perhaps move the crossing/island. Or put up railings. 
NB: CCC don’t like railings. 
 

12. Items for Further Consideration 
 

RW: We have some odd cycle signage. Do we have any expertise in this area? The signs are ambiguous. 
ML: Road Safety officers at Stanton house should be able to help with this. 

 

13. Next 3 RSC Meeting Dates 
 

Tuesday January 10th 

Tuesday March 14th 

Tuesday May  9th 

 

 



 


